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But we are soon told, that the Americans, however
wealthy, cannot be taxed; that they are the descendants
of men who left all for liberty, and that they -have con-
stantly preserved the principles and stubbornness of their
progenitors; that they are too obstinate for persuasion,
and too powerful for constraint; that they will laugh at
argument, and defeat violence; that the continent of North
America contains three millions, not of men merely, but
of whigs, of whigs fierce for liberty, and disdainful of do-
minion ; that they multiply with the fecundity of their own
"rattlesnakes, so that every quarter of a century doubles
their numbers.

Men accustomed to think themselves masters do not
love to be threatened. This talk is, I hope, commonly
thrown away, or raises passions different from those which
it was intended to excite. Instead of terrifying the .Eng-
lish hearer to tame acquiescence, it disposes him to hasten
the experiment of bending obstinacy, before it is become
yet more obdurate, and convinces him that it is necessary
to attack a nation thus prolifick, while we may yet hope
to prevail. When he is told, through whut extent of terri-
tory we must travel to subdue them, he recollects how far,
a few years ago, we travelled in their defence. When it
is urged, that they will shoot up, like the hydra, he natu-
rally considers how the hydra was destroyed.

Nothing dejects a trader like the interruption of his
profits. A commercial people, however magnanimous,
shrinks at the thought of declining traffick and an unfa-
vourable balance. The effect of this terrour has been
tried. We have been stunned with the importance of our
American commerce, and heard of merchants, with ware-
houses that are never to be emptied, and of manufacturers
starving for want of work.

That our commerce with America is profitable, however
less than ostentatious or deceitful estimates have made it,
and that it is our interest to preserve it, has never been
denied; but, surely, it will most effectually be preserved,
by being kept always in our own power. Concessions may